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Panjab University is not a central varsity: MHRD to HC 

By Sanjeev Verma 

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/panjab-university-is-not-a-central-varsity-mhrd-to-hc/ 

The Union Ministry of Human Resource Development informed the Punjab and Haryana High Court on 

Monday that the Panjab University is not a central university and, thus, the retirement age of 65 years for the 

teaching staff as applicable for central university teachers cannot be applied to PU till rules are amended. 

The reply was filed during the resumed hearing of petitions filed by PU professors and lecturers of a few Panjab 

colleges challenging the decision of their retirement fixed at the age of 60 years, instead of 65 years. 

The union ministry informed the court that as per the earlier high court judgment in ‘Dr. AC Julka v/s Panjab 

University’ case, it was cleared that PU was not a central or a state university but an inter-state body corporate 

in terms of the Punjab Re-organisation Act, 1966. There is no provision in the Punjab Re-organisation Act 

which states that the Panjab University should be treated as a central educational institution for the purpose of 

admission, reservation and service rules, the court was apprised. 

The HRD ministry also clarified that despite the fact that as of now a substantial grant for the Panjab University 

is given by the central government, it does not alter its character as an inter-state body corporate. It was 

submitted that if provisions of the Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in Admission) Act, 2006, have 

to be followed by Panjab University, it would necessitate an amendment in the Act which is only for central 

educational institutes. In case PU wants to follow the Act, it is for the senate of the university to pass such a 

resolution and refer the same to the central government for approval. 

The HRD ministry told the court that the central government was not in a position to give any specific direction 

and that PU itself was to take the decision on the points of retirement age of 60 to 65 years age, reservation 

policy, and service rules of teachers. 

Among the petitioners, the high court had earlier put a stay on the retirement of PU professors Amar Nath Gill 

and Bhura Singh Ghuman last year at the age of 60. Gill is professor in the Department of Statistics and 

Ghuman in the Department of Public Administration. Both professors had alleged that PU had failed to 

implement the centre government’s composite scheme of 2008 enhancing the retirement age from 60 to 65 

years despite it being funded by the central government. 

Panjab University had earlier submitted to the court that it had amended the varsity regulations and sent these to 

the HRD ministry for approval, but not received a reply. 

BRITISH-INDIAN BOY WINS PHYSICS PRIZE  

Hindustan Times (Gurgaon) 

A 15-year-old Indian-origin schoolboy in the UK has been awarded the Institute of Physics Prize for conducting an 
experiment that verified an effect of Albert Einstein’s theory of special relativity. Pratap Singh, a student at The Perse 
School, Cambridge, has won the 500 pounds Institute of Physics 
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